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MEQUON — Forward
Ozaukee announced that it
has modified its speakers
for this week’s judicial
forum. 

Panel members will now
include Ozaukee County
Circuit Court Judge Steve
Cain, former PSC Commis-
sioner and DOA Secretary
Ellen Nowak, Lucas Veb-
ber from the Wisconsin
Institute for Law & Liberty,
and Daniel Suhr from the
Liberty Justice Center.
Former agency Chief
Legal Counsel in the
Walker Administration

Jake Curtis will moderate
and State Senator Duey
Stroebel will provide intro-
ductory remarks.

The program, “What is
the proper role of the judi-
ciary?” will be held Thurs-
day, with a reception at 5:30
p.m. and the panel discus-
sion from 6:30 p.m. to 7:30
p.m. This event is free; a
cash bar will be available.

For more details, go to
www.forwardozaukee.com
/events/judicialpanel.
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MEQUON COMMON COUNCIL ALDERMANIC ELECTIONS Republicans to introduce
community solar bill todayRematch underway in District 5 as Bach

hopes to unseat Gierl this time 

By Charley Hanney
channey@conleynet.com

262-370-0665

MEQUON — For the first
time since 2017, Common
Council District 2 will see a
new member representa-
tive, after Alderman Glenn
Bushee  said he would not
seek another term. 

Vying for the seat are Jan
Druetzler-Katz and Kelly
Tolocko. The News Graphic
asked each of the candi-
dates the same three ques-
tions. 

1. Why are you the best
candidate to represent
District 2?

Jan Druetzler-Katz:
Mequon has been a wonder-
ful place to live and raise
our children as it has pro-
vided a safe, family friendly
environment. We have wit-
nessed the growth and
change and as alderwoman
for District 2, I will use my
experience in strategic
planning to ensure the
Common Council is making
decisions that will positive-
ly impact Mequon today
and in the future. I have
experience serving the com-
munity through the
Mequon Ethics Board and
the Bike and Pedway Com-
mission. My experiences
professionally in education-
al leadership and mental
health provide me with
skills in working with oth-
ers, budgeting and policy
development. My knowl-
edge and experience will be
leveraged for District 2 con-
stituents.

Kelly Tolocko: As a life-
long resident, I am passion-
ate about our community. I
have spent my adult life as
an active participant in
Mequon: a registered nurse
in our local hospital; a vol-
unteer on the Mequon Fire
Department; and a volun-

teer in church and schools.
As I have watched this city
grow, I am often concerned
about development that
exceeds our requirements
for density and size, and I
want to be a voice on the
Council to uphold
Mequon’s excellent build-
ing standards, protect its
impact on our land, our
quality of life, and in doing
so, maintain our low taxes.

2. What issues are
unique to your district?

Druetzler-Katz: The dis-
trict encompasses areas of
established housing and
developing areas; addition-
al development requires
thought, planning and criti-
cal thinking on the overall
impact to the district and
its resources. We need to
consider the impact on
infrastructure and the envi-
ronment as we add addi-
tional housing. Additional-
ly, strategically planned
development that includes
green space will provide

recreational space as well
reducing the impact to
already existing housing as
it relates to drainage and
flooding.

Tolocko: Development is
always the biggest concern
to any resident in Mequon,
but the southwest corner of
my district is just down the
road from our Town Center,
and the northeast corner of
District 2 is near the East
Growth area, the open land
along Port Washington
Road, north of the new
Highland Interchange. I
believe we must adhere to
the zoning laws that have
been thoughtfully and judi-
ciously planned throughout
our history. Another chal-
lenge in my district is pro-
tecting all the sensitive land
that borders the Milwaukee
River, which runs through
the center of my district.
Sensitive lands need to be
protected to maintain biodi-
versity and critical habi-
tats.

3. Final Town Center

improvements are near-
ing, as well as other
design improvements for
Mequon’s east side corri-
dor. What other develop-
ments/improvements
would you like to see
implemented during your
term?

Druetzler-Katz: Over the
years we have witnessed
many wonderful improve-
ments in Mequon that have
enhanced the quality of life
for families and I would like
to see additional enhance-
ments that continue to
attract people to Mequon
for the combination of
rural beauty and the ameni-
ties provided. The final use
of the Town Center TIF
spending for further
improving the street scap-
ing in the area will help
ensure the success of the
area for decades to come.
Also, the cCity has laid the
groundwork for significant
opportunity on both the
North and South sides of
the Port Washington/Ulao
Creek corridors. This needs
to be implemented respon-
sibly and to encourage the
right kinds of businesses to
meet the needs of residents.

Tolocko: It will take my
entire first term to com-
plete these Town Center
and East Growth improve-
ments, so let’s see how these
work out before we consider
funding and approving any
more. We must keep a close
eye on the East Growth
Area (NE Mequon) to make
sure we don’t destroy its
rural character. The East
Growth area is not served
by sewer. Note: “improve-
ments" are the city’s
responsibility, “develop-
ments” are created by the
private sector, and what we
don't need in any of these
areas are more multi-family
developments.

Candidates vying to replace Bushee
in District 2

By Charley Hanney
channey@conleynet.com

262-370-0665

MEQUON — Three years
after just three votes gave
incumbent District 5 Alder-
man Mark Gierl the edge of
challenger Gregg Bach, the
two will be matched up
again on the April 4 ballot. 

Gierl won 431-428 in the
2020 election. A recount
yielded the same outcome. 

The News Graphic talked
to Bach and Gierl about
their qualifications and the
issues most pressing in
their district.

1. Why are you the best
candidate to represent
District 5?

Gregg Bach: An elected
alderman should serve with
honesty, transparency, dedi-
cation and kindness. I will
bring those traits to Mequon
city government. I am a
planner, skilled at managing
multiple ideas to solve prob-
lems correctly and ethically
by building consensus. My
ability to listen brings
everyone into the conversa-
tion, finding common
ground so we can work
together. I look forward to
advancing relationships
with neighbors in the 5th
District and the entire city
community to strengthen
and sustain Mequon.

Mark Gierl: As a non-
politician, I have no politi-
cal aspirations other than
being my constituents’
voice at city hall. I am free
to impartially judge each
item coming before the
council on its merits and
impacts. My success as an
entrepreneur, businessman
and financial professional
in a very competitive field
has required excellent cus-
tomer service that delivers
an excellent product at a
fair price. Like choosing a
company to do business
with, Mequon residents
choose a representative. For

the last nine years I have
represented our residents’
rights by protecting their
property values through
careful land use, protecting
our natural environment
and keeping taxes low. With
this background, I will con-
tinue to provide the “cus-
tomer service” residents
deserve and expect.

2. What issues are
unique to your district?

Bach: Four years ago, I
volunteered to be a member
of the Mequon Policy Sub-
committee responsible for
the recently-approved Ulao
Creek Neighborhood plan
between Interstate 43, Ulao
Creek, Highland Road and
Pioneer Road in Mequon’s
5th District. One-hundred-
and-fifty residents attended
a community workshop to
voice their opinions. The

subcommittee then met 18
times in meetings open to
all interested residents. It
was an excellent example of
an active community con-
versation and engagement.
Despite this being a critical
zoning planning process for
the 5th District, my oppo-
nent was absent during the
entire process. This will
continue to be a key issue
for Mequon and District 5. I
will continue to show up
and be present to hear from
residents.

Gierl: A good portion of
my district is rural with a
fragile lakefront and water
table that needs protection.
Careful land use planning
has decided that 5 acre zon-
ing best protects the water
table and allows for sound
septic management. Devel-
opers often attempt to have
rural land rezoned to as lit-
tle as 1 1/2 acres, creating
more profit but at the same
time destroying the rural
character and risking exist-
ing residents’ source of
water. My district encom-
passes CUW, the largest

Lutheran University in the
U.S. This creates challenges
balancing institutional vs
residents’ rights and needs.
Over the past nine years, I
have worked with residents
and CUW to mediate any
issues. I have remained an
independent representative
balancing residents’, insti-
tutional, and development’s
needs.

3. Final Town Center
improvements are near-
ing, as well as other
design improvements for
Mequon’s east side corri-
dor. What other develop-
ments/improvements
would you like to see
implemented during your
term?

Bach: In addition to the
Ulao Creek Neighborhood
plan, Foxtown Station will
be opening soon. Residents
have made it clear that they
support Mequon’s rural
character. I agree. Mequon
needs to develop carefully
and responsibly. City capi-
tal improvements will be
important. Planning and
improving ity roads and
buildings will be key. I am a
big proponent of quality-of-
life issues. I support collab-
oration with organizations
to improve park amenities,
recreational partnerships,
the pool, safe road cycling,
and enhanced Lake Michi-
gan access. We build rela-
tionships in our parks and
on our fields. I will continue
to advocate for these
resources in Mequon.

Gierl: Residents tell me
we need to enhance the
Pavilion and eliminate
empty storefronts. They
would also like to see more
dining establishments and
high quality businesses.
The Common Council just
reviewed the south Port
Washington/Donges Bay
Road corner proposed
enhancements. We conclud-
ed that planning must con-
tinue for the entire East
Side Corridor.

Gregg Bach
Age: 61
Address: 12641 North
River Forest Circle
Occupation: Retired teach-
er and school administrator
37 years of experience
Education: Marquette Uni-
versity (BS) University of Illi-
nois Chicago (MS)
Elected and appointed
experience: Mequon Plan-
ning Commission alternate
and Policy Subcommittee
member; Board member
REDgen, Wisconsin
Leukemia and Lymphoma
Society, Independent
Schools of The Central
States and YMCA Family
Camp Nawakwa

Mark Gierl (i)
Age: Age: 68
Address: 14108 N. Birch-
wood Lane
Occupation: Retired
Education: BBA-Compre-
hensive Marketing, MBA
Finance, Certified Invest-
ment Management Analyst-
Wharton School of Busi-
ness
Elected and appointed
experience: Alderman Dis-
trict 5 Mequon-9 years 

Kelly Tolocko
Age: 39
Address: Oak Shore Ln.
Mequon
Occupation: Registered
Nurse and mom
Education: University of
Wisconsin Madison
Elected and appointed
experience: None

Jan Druetzler-Katz
Age: NA
Address: 2810 W Grace
Ave
Occupation: Family Thera-
pist / Former educational
leader
Education: PhD Urban
Education / LPC training
Elected and appointed
experience: Mequon Ethics
Board, Bike and Pedway
Commission

Stroebel, Brooks among those
authoring the bill 

MADISON — State Sen. Duey Stroebel, R-Cedarburg
and Reps. Rob Brooks, R–Saukville and Scott Krug,
R–Rome will hold a press conference at 11 a.m. today in

the Senate Parlor to unveil what they say
is much-needed energy legislation. They
will be joined by a group of small busi-
ness leaders. 

The legislators will unveil community
solar legislation that allows Wisconsin
residents access to energy generated by
small-scale solar projects.

Currently, over 20 states allow commu-
nity solar, and demand is increasing
across the nation, according to a press
release. The authors expect broad sup-
port from lawmakers and a growing list
of Wisconsin businesses.

If passed, farmers and landowners can
benefit from community solar by intro-
ducing an additional revenue stream
from leasing 25 to 30 acres of their land
for new projects without giving up their
entire farm. Additionally, Wisconsin
ratepayers would be able to seek relief

from increasing energy bills with savings from these
community solar projects.

Local governments will also benefit by having author-
ity over the approval of these projects, unlike the large
utility scale projects that are being sited across the state
with little to no local say, according to the press release.

MADISON — Rep. Deb Andraca, D-Whitefish Bay, was
named as a fellow of the Birkholz Institute of the Great
Lakes-St. Lawrence Legislative Caucus. The Institute,

held in Detroit in April, will be an in-
depth workshop on building climate
resilience in Great Lakes communities.

With a legislative district spanning sev-
eral coastal communities, Andraca has
been a champion for coastal and climate
resiliency efforts in Wisconsin. Andraca
was a co-sponsor of 2021 Assembly Bill
779, a bill that would create a Great Lakes
erosion control revolving loan program,

and 2023 SB 64, a bill to make Wisconsin eligible for fed-
eral coastal hazard mitigation funds.

“Every community along the Great Lakes coastline is
feeling the impacts of climate change,” said Andraca.
“We need to act together and do it now. Whether it is
damage from increasingly-severe storms or erosion
caused by fluctuations in water levels, building resilien-
cy today helps prevent more catastrophic damage in the
future. I am looking forward to learning about ways Wis-
consin can collaborate with other Great Lakes states to
protect our coastal communities.”

The Birkholz Institutes bring together a small group of
legislators to take a deep dive into an issue on the
GLLC’s policy agenda and form a task force to lead the
Caucus’ work to take coordinated regional action on the
issue.

Andraca selected for
Great Lakes Legislative 

Fellowship

Andraca

Stroebel

Brooks

Daniel Suhr of the Liberty Justice
Center will now be a panel member

at Forward Ozaukee event

Range Line Road to close for one month 
MEQUON — Range Line Road, just

south of Green Bay Avenue  will close
for about one month beginning
Wednesday.

According to the Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Transportation, the Green
Bay Avenue/Range Line Road inter-
section will undergo several improve-
ments to accommodate anticipated

diverting traffic volumes and to
ensure safe and efficient traffic flow
in the city of Glendale and surround-
ing communities.

As part of the traffic mitigation
efforts, a new traffic signal will be per-
manently installed at the intersection.

The DPI encourages motorists to
use Good Hope Road, Green Bay

Avenue and Range Line Road to get
around this closure.

The road’s closure is a continuation
of the Wisconsin Department of
Transportation’s 14-mile, Interstate 43
reconstruction project between Silver
Spring Drive in Glendale and High-
way 60 in Grafton. It is expected to fin-
ish in 2025.  


