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Sidney focused on what’s
best for kids, community

To the editor:
Character assassination season is here!

Yes, it’s another Cedarburg School Board
race and a certain faction is out to sup-
press a lifelong resident, Scott Sidney,
from participating in the democratic pro-
cess. 

Last year, shenanigans drove a candi-
date to resign from the race due to harass-
ment. Another experienced a fruitless
search of police records going back years.
Letter writers in the past two Thursday
News Graphic editions focused on name
calling, out-of-context words and mis-
truths to disparage this candidate. Let’s
have a School Board race that focuses on
academic achievement, parental involve-
ment, and classrooms free of toxic ideolo-
gies. 

I believe Mr. Sidney is focused on what
is best for our kids and the community. I
only hope we have a civil dialogue this
spring in our School Board election.

Chris Duecker
Cedarburg

Vote Bach 
for Mequon alderman

To the editor:
I am writing to endorse and encourage

my fellow residents of District 5 in
Mequon to vote this April for Gregg Bach.
I have had the pleasure of knowing Gregg
as a neighbor, as a member of the Mequon
Planning Commission and as chapter
president of the Wisconsin Chapter of the
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society. 

Gregg has the leadership and experience
we need as alderman for the 5th District.
His experience as an administrative leader
at University School will serve him well as
our next alderman. Gregg listens and
cares about all his neighbors. He cares
about the future of Mequon and as a mem-
ber of the Ulao Creek Committee work-
force, he has helped plan responsible
development along North Port Washington
Road.

It is my strong belief that District 5 will
benefit from Gregg’s strength of character,
his positive and professional approach to
all manner of community issues, his per-
sonable interactions and interest towards
others.

Please vote for Gregg Bach on April 4.
Martin Choren

Mequon

Judicial caveat
To the editor:                                                    
America and Wisconsin rely on a consti-

tution and a legislative process to provide
laws for our citizens. The judicial system
is in place to apply the laws and resolve
disputes when executive administrations
and individual actions are in question.  

I’m afraid one particular judge running
for Wisconsin Supreme Court is not con-
sidering this important separation of duty.
I don’t think it is important that we know
how a judge feels, or what policy they
would like to see implemented on a partic-
ular issue (i.e., abortion). We need judges
to be unbiased and apply the rules enacted
through the legislative process and the
Constitution.  

Please, when you vote on Feb. 21, look
for a judge that will apply the laws of the
state of Wisconsin and the Constitution
and keep our separation of powers in
place. Don’t fall for commercials just stat-
ing their opinions. But look to see if they
promise to apply the written laws that
your elected representatives have put in
place. P.S. — This goes for attorneys gener-
al as well. 

Steve Storch  
Cedarburg 

Bach will help move 
Mequon forward 
as alderman

To the editor:
I am writing in support of Gregg Bach

as alderman for District 5 in Mequon. I
have known Gregg for 37 years as a friend
and a professional colleague. He is a per-
son of high character who is always seek-
ing to help others, his community and the
world around him. 

Where there are problems, Gregg does-
n’t hesitate to step in to help find the solu-
tions. He has a genuine desire to move
Mequon forward and he has the intelli-
gence and ethical decision-making to do
so. He is not afraid of hard work and is
willing to spend the time required to com-
plete the work. 

I can’t think of a better person to work
with the other council members to make
the best policy decisions and approve pro-
grams and projects that will better life for
all in our city. I strongly recommend that
you look at what Gregg Bach has to offer
and elect him alderman for the 5th Dis-
trict.

Pamela Nosbusch
Mequon 

Vote Protasiewicz 
for Supreme Court

To the editor:
I have a friend who until recently voted

only in presidential years and then left
much blank because she didn’t know who
to vote for in lower and yet powerful seats.
A nonpartisan Wisconsin Supreme Court
judge primary election is on Feb. 21. Two
big issues might be coming before the
court soon — reproductive rights and ger-
rymandering. 

When I lived in Michigan, I voted to

override the Legislature and governor
through binding referendums. If the legis-
lators are out of touch on an issue, Michi-
gan people take charge, gather petition
signatures and get it on the statewide bal-
lot. That is how Michigan and Kansas
recently sealed the right to abortion and
how Michigan gained fair maps. Minneso-
ta’s lawmakers recently codified reproduc-
tive rights.

We do not have binding referendums in
Wisconsin. Since we have gerrymandered
districts, our only opportunity to secure
reproductive rights may be with our
Supreme Court, which has four candidates
running in this primary for one seat of a
ten-year term. We vote for one. The top
two primary winners will be in a runoff
in the general election on April 4. 

Two of the candidates will not support a
woman’s right to body autonomy nor will
they rule for fair maps. As graduates of a
conservative Christian law school in Vir-
ginia, they do not represent the poll-sup-
ported majority point of view. 

A third candidate, UW-Madison Law
School graduate Judge Everett Mitchell, is
a fine juvenile court judge, but I am sup-
porting Janet Protasiewicz, a Marquette
Law School graduate. She was a Milwau-
kee assistant district attorney aiding vic-
tims and prosecuting criminals, and twice
elected as a circuit court judge. She has
vowed to be fair in rulings. Fair means
human rights for women to choose the
option best for them and fair maps. 

Judge Protasiewicz and Wisconsin need
your vote. 

Nancy Camden
Mequon

Back Kelly 
for Supreme Court

To the editor:
The Wisconsin Supreme Court Race in

this spring election is extremely impor-
tant. If a liberal wins, the left will gain
control. A liberal-controlled court will put
our rights on the line. They could:

Redraw our legislative and congres-
sional maps to give Democrats the advan-
tage;

Strike down the state’s 1849 law ban-
ning abortion;

Invalidate Act 10;
Strike down the voter ID law and

bring back ballot drop boxes;
Invalidate Act 35 which allows

licensed people to carry concealed
weapons in public;

Target Act 94, known as the castle
doctrine law;

Strike down Act 1 which created a
“right-to-work” law;

Educational freedom, school choice,
and parental rights will be at stake;

Restrict the powers of police and
expand the rights of criminal defendants;

Expand the powers of the governor
such as keeping the state locked down for
as long as he wants or letting him rewrite
laws.

Judges are supposed to follow the Con-
stitution and uphold the law already on
the books. They are not to legislate from
the bench, rule by emotion and their
beliefs or bring in their own activism. We
need Supreme Court justices who believe
in upholding the law as it is written.

Justice Daniel Kelly will preserve consti-
tutional rights, uphold the rule of law, and
prevent judicial activism. Daniel Kelly is
the only candidate who is fully vetted and
tested. His actions for four years on the
court demonstrate that he will do what he
says. That is why I am supporting Justice
Daniel Kelly for the Wisconsin Supreme
Court.

Vote Daniel Kelly in the primary so he
can move forward to the general election
in April.

Marietta Bailey
West Bend

Bach best choice for
Mequon alderman

To the editor:
As the election for the position for the

alderperson in Mequon’s 5th District
approaches, we just want to express our
thoughts that Gregg Bach is unequivocally
the best person for the job. 

We have known Gregg and his family for
over 20 years, and whether it’s showing
fairness and compassion while coaching
our son’s Little League baseball team, or
demonstrating his unique ability to hear
both sides of a disagreement while acting
as assistant head of University School, he
excels in his ability to keep a cool
demeanor and come up with creative, rea-
sonable solutions.

Keeping his stand-up character in mind,
we kindly ask your readers in the 5th Dis-
trict to vote for Gregg Bach in the upcom-
ing election.

Dan and Gwen Armbrust
Mequon

Bach will serve Mequon well
To the editor:
I am writing this letter of support for

Gregg Bach as a candidate for Fifth Dis-
trict alderman of Mequon. I have known
Gregg for the past 10 years. I was the
founding executive director of REDgen, a
local nonprofit that advocates for mental
health and well-being of youths. Gregg
was the assistant head of school at the
University 

School of Milwaukee during my tenure
as executive director. Gregg was instru-
mental in bringing our programming to
the University School of Milwaukee. I cur-
rently am a member of the board of direc-
tors of REDgen, which Gregg is now chair
of the board. Under his leadership, RED-
gen’s board of directors has been effective
in growing our organization.  

Gregg brings a contagious energy that is
both positive and collaborative. He is pas-
sionate and committed to the communities

that he belongs to and makes them
stronger. He is organized, strategic,
thoughtful, and compassionate. He is a
leader who accomplishes the work even
when it gets complicated. Gregg sees the
strengths of his colleagues, motivating
and engaging them in the work. He is a
good listener, clear communicator, excel-
lent time manager and conscientious deci-
sion   maker. Gregg has been a longtime
resident of Mequon and loves his commu-
nity. I am confident he will bring his very
best if he were elected as 

Fifth District alderman.  
Amy Lovell 

Fox Point 

Kincaide will support 
well-rounded curriculum 
on Cedarburg School Board

To the editor:
Whether one considers themselves a

Republican, Democrat or independent, we
all want our child(ren) to receive an excep-
tional education and have support that
helps them succeed. 

As a candidate for the Cedarburg School
District Board of Education, one of my
primary areas of focus will be the contin-
ued dialogue of what that looks like for
students, educators and the community as
a whole. 

I am in favor of educators being able to
teach lessons in a way that meets the
needs of their students. I am grateful that
five of our seven current board members
voted in favor of the reimplementation of
social emotional learning curriculum that
had been previously paused. 

As Cedarburg’s Lifelong Learning Skills
curriculum is discussed and options
researched in more detail by administra-
tion, grade-level educators and staff with-
in Student Services, I believe families
deserve to have a representative on the
board that not only respects this process,
but also understands what these lessons
may look like when put into practice in a
classroom. 

I believe I am that candidate because I
understand the value of a well-rounded
and professionally developed curriculum
as well as support systems necessary for
many learners.  

For example, in the 2020-2021 school
year, I worked in-person as an aide in a
neighboring school district while my son
utilized CSD’s virtual learning opportuni-
ty. I made a decision to work in-person
because I love working with students,
knew it would benefit families that could
not have a parent stay home, and recog-
nize that support staff are integral to
school communities. 

I am committed to finding common
ground in curriculum decisions that bene-
fit students, supporting our district per-
sonnel at every level, and ensuring our
continued success as a district. Learn
more at ConnieKincaide.com or follow:
@ConnieKincaideforSchoolBoard on Face-
book and Instagram. 

Connie Kincaide
Cedarburg

Concordia thanks 
American Legion 
for hosting event

To the editor:
On behalf of Concordia University

School of Nursing, we would like to thank
Jim Lee and the Cedarburg American
Legion for the wonderful experience we
had using the American Legion Hall for
the Senior Pinning Ceremony on Thurs-
day, Dec. 15, 2022.

I personally worked with Jim, who was
the easiest person to talk with and was
very considerate with all of our planning,
set up and malfunctions. He allowed the
students to decorate early, and on the night
of the ceremony, he and his fellow Legion
members were extremely helpful.

It was a pleasure working with you and
your team and we look forward to addi-
tional ceremonies at your location.

Diane Ames
Dean 

CUW School of Nursing
Mequon

Salvation Army thanks 
Red Kettle Campaign 
supporters

To the editor:
On behalf of the Salvation Army of

Ozaukee County I wanted to thank all our
volunteers and donors who made this past
year’s Red Kettle Campaign a success.
With the generosity of our friends and
neighbors we are able to continue our mis-
sion helping those who are struggling
financially. 

Special thanks to Jim Lee of the Cedar-
burg American Legion and Dave Antoine
of the

Grafton Lions for coordinating ringing
in those communities.

Mark D. Schowalter
Red Kettle Chair-Ozaukee County

Port Washington

By Andrew Nerbun 

If you’ve been paying attention to Wiscon-
sin news, you’ve probably heard about the
state’s $7.1 billion budget surplus. It seems
like nothing short of a miracle, especially in
contrast to Illinois, where they are running
over $1 billion in the red. However, it feels a
little less amazing when you realize that this
achievement has, in part, come at the
expense of properly funding Wisconsin’s
local municipalities.

Wisconsin’s collection of revenue (taxes,
etc.) has risen steadily from 1993 until pre-
sent, increasing from $6.87 billion to $20.55
billion, a threefold increase. Yet over that
same span of time, the state’s shared rev-
enue for municipalities has decreased
steadily and if adjusted for inflation, has
been more than cut in half over that span of
time.

In addition to not keeping up with infla-
tion, the funding model itself is a patchwork
of antiquated formulas over two decades
old, with a series of subsequent Band-Aid
adjustments. The result is a system that has
grown increasingly outdated, inadequate,
and inequitable between municipalities by

every objective measure.
In the six counties near-

est Mequon (Ozaukee, She-
boygan, Washington,
Waukesha, Milwaukee,
and Racine), the range of
state aid to municipalities
on a per-capita basis
ranges from $2.36 (Town of
Jackson) to $376.72 (Mil-
waukee). The statewide
average is about $145.86.
Mequon is $12.20 and
Thiensville is $13.56. While
there are many reasons
why funding should not be
flat on a per-capita basis,
this level of disparity is
far more than most would
consider acceptable.

Additionally, some com-
munities receive an addi-
tional “bonus” from the
state as an “Expenditure
Restraint Credit” for keep-
ing their tax rate growth
below about 3% annually,

but Mequon and other equally responsible
communities do not qualify because they
have too low of a tax rate. Mequon has a tra-
dition of consistently being well below 3% of
tax rate growth, many times achieving 0%
growth, yet has received no additional funds
from the state while others receive several
hundred thousands of dollars annually for
doing the same.

Furthermore, state laws enacted in 2006
and 2011 set limits on increases to municipal
tax levies to curb what was a pattern of out-
of-control spending by many municipalities.
While some action was clearly necessary,
these constraints were applied uniformly,
without regard for whether individual
municipalities had a history of being fiscal-
ly responsible or if they were some of the
worst offenders these laws sought to curb.

Years of this dwindling state aid, levy lim-
its and inflation are pushing many Wiscon-
sin municipalities toward a budgetary cliff
while the state enjoys an enormous budget
surplus. Mequon is faring better than most,
but the budget constraints mount more and
more each year as we strive to deliver the
same quality of service, limit tax rate
growth and grapple with a growing list of
needs in the areas of public safety, facilities
maintenance and attracting and retaining a
top-notch workforce.

Wisconsin’s municipal shared revenue
program is in dire need of an overhaul. It’s
the biggest issue for our state that almost no
elected officials have been talking about, at
least until now. Assembly Speaker Robin
Vos, Senate Majority Leader Devin
LeMahieu and a team of lawmakers have
recently been working to help forge a better
plan in conjunction with the League of Wis-
consin Municipalities. Gov. Tony Evers has
also joined the call for action and is talking
about his plans for shared revenue reform.
With leaders from both parties aligned
around a common purpose, I’m optimistic
that progress can be achieved on this front
in 2023.

Wisconsin municipalities deserve a system
that more adequately adjusts municipal aid
levels with state revenue collection and
inflation, while also improving equity
between municipalities. When revamping
the funding model, other changes should be
enacted that reward expenditure restraint
for all, not just those with high tax rates.
Additionally, incentives for consolidation of
services, like Mequon and Thiensville have
done with the new Southern Ozaukee Fire
Department, should also be part of the new
funding formula. There is a great need for
consolidation, both due to rising costs but
also due to labor shortages. If the state
incentivizes that change, it will help ensure
it happens faster while also bringing down
tax levies and increasing the quality of ser-
vice across the state.

The time is right for change. If done cor-
rectly, it can have meaningful and lasting
impact on Wisconsin’s future for genera-
tions to come. I sincerely hope both sides
can come together to produce a bill that can
make it through the Legislature and be
signed into law by the governor. Compro-
mise and collaboration will be required, but
that’s what Wisconsin voters expect. Work-
ing together, we can move Wisconsin, and its
1,850 towns, villages, and cities “Forward.”

(Andrew Nerbun is the mayor of Mequon.)
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